
IT’S ABOUT TIME TO THINK ABOUT OUR NEXT MOVES 

 

> Franco Tegolini, architect and urban planner 

Covid19 has changed our perception of the present and the future. The latter won’t 

happen in an instant, but after an intermediate phase in which the present and the 

future will overlap. In a few months? Or years? Who knows? The phase of transition will 

be decisive to reconfigure the new Italy, with the awareness that recurring epidemics 

will have to be endured and fought with the powerful means of science and 

technology, even though the disease may well be more devastating than in the past. 

Therefore, Italy should create a culture of epidemiological prevention, departing from 

the acknowledgment that the latest virus has struck cities and large metropolises worst. 

Protecting large urban areas is the new challenge, namely because urban life is made of 

large public spaces; public equipment; big events; public transport terminals; sources of 

tourist, cultural, and sports inflows; productive nodes and the third sector; urban and 

metropolitan transport networks, and big healthcare and educational facilities.  

What new collective organization of the cities should be planned to activate an 

effective prevention? Just as the need of working together has come to the fore in the 

past few weeks, so the construction of a new Italy needs a joint and shared approach to 

work, based on a multiplicity of skills. 

 

> Carlo Severati, architect and professor of architecture history 

Severati tries to establish a dialogue “between octogenarians” on the different items of 

discussion raised by Franco Tegolini. His point is: did anyone really believe that 

technique advancement was synonymous with mankind’s advancement?  

He goes back on Italy’s recent past, the recovery from WWII, and the architects’ 

aspiration to restart from scratch, relaunching the designs of Moisej Ginzburg and Ivan 

Leonidov. 

If, based on Tegolini’s argument, decentralization is one of the measures to foresee in 

case of epidemics, then the images of WALL·E, the Pixar film released about ten years 

ago, come to one’s mind. While the happy few survive on board a spaceship, the earth 

has been reduced to a wasteland.  

According to Severati, a time of transition has already begun, and we will be on a 

constant transition without a “next move”, a future to look at. Environment and the 

welfare state are connected: will the current pandemics contribute to updating the 

development model?  

Tegolini’s visionary idea of the new urban hubs as further horizontal and vertical 

developments of cities’ texture – possibly foreshadowed by Koolhaas’ “big pants” in 

Beijing, i.e., the China Central Television Headquarters – is both paradoxical and 

stimulating.  

 

 


